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 Anecdotal (adjective) – not based on factual, scientific reports and observations done carefully; 

unscientific, informal, unreliable, untrustworthily 

E.g. Russia is a great power no one can influence or attack that brazenly (boldly). But what we 

can do is remain steadfast in our sanctions and commitment to indicting (accusing of) war 

criminals, showing Russian elites that their punishment is long and serious. Anecdotal research 

from inside the country suggests many think the sanctions will be lifted soon. This betrays 

(reveals) great weakness. 

 Amicus curie (noun) – a Latin term meaning “friend of the court.” An individual who is not a 

party to a legal case, but who is allowed to give assistance to a court by offering information, 

expertise, or insight that has a relation/relevance to the issues in the case. 

E.g. The core occupation of a law professor is to teach and push the frontiers of knowledge 

through research and scholarly engagements. But they have much more to offer provided the 

system gives them the right opportunities. Do India’s judiciary and the executive employ the 

expertise of law professors? The examples of their doing so are sporadic (occasional). Aparna 

Chandra and Mirnal Satish served as amicus curiae before the Delhi High Court. Legendary 

academics such as Upendra Baxi and Lotika Sarkar have voluntarily intervened in matters of 

importance, compelling courts to take them up. 

 Paradigm shift (noun) – fundamental change, basic change, important change, radical change, 

complete change (with new ideas/thinking). 

E.g. It is thoroughly disappointing to many that after its recent conclave at Udaipur, Rajasthan, 

which was convened after much deliberation to pave the way for a new journey, the Indian 

National Congress has failed to come up with a political game-changer that is capable of 

effecting a paradigm shift to its fight against the current range. 

 Reflexive (adjective) – instinctive, automatic, spontaneous, impulsive, knee-jerk, unconscious, 

unthinking, unpremeditated, unconditioned, unintentional.  

E.g. There was an era though when reflexive reportable wasn’t the drill for the travelling media, 

perhaps over a drink in the evening. The number of correspondents was few and insight would 

be shared. The odd Leg-Before-Wicket dismissal was hotly debated. And off-the-record 

conversations remained just that. 

 Pent-up demand (noun) – a sudden increase in demand for a service or product after a period 

of decreased spending by consumers; (pent-up means suppressed, restrained, constrained). 

E.g. Post-pandemic, recovery in the Indian economy has been uneven. The second wave of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in 2021 devastated lives and livelihoods. The economy stuttered again 

when a third, albeit less severe, wave saw the spread of the Omicron variant early this year. Add 

to this the return of pent-up demand in economics worldwide as the pandemic subsided. The 

pace of recovery caught suppliers off guard, contributing to supply-side shortages.  

 Intransigence (noun) – unreasonable refusal or unwillingness to change/compromise on 

something (view, attitude, behaviour, position); inflexibility, obstinacy, rigidity, single-

mindedness, stubbornness. 

E.g. Even as a real war rages on, tennis seems to be at war with itself. The recent Wimbledon 

row has opened a wide fissure (gap) in an already fractured sport. The removal of ranking points 

at Wimbledon by disapproval/criticism) to the intransigence displayed by the oldest Slam in 

banning Russian and Belarusian players.  

  Tenacious (noun) – firm, strong, forceful, powerful, unshakeable; persistent, insistent, 

steadfast, steady, unflagging, relentless. 

E.g. As a consequence of the current situation, two key macroeconomic variables have a 

persistent effect on growth rebound (recovery). First, there is tenacious price pressure, leading 
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to policy trade-offs (exchanges/compromises), especially in developing economies; and second, 

there have been capital outflows and a tightening of financial conditions, affecting investment 

and growth in the medium and long term.  

 Mindful (of) (adjective) – aware of, conscious of, alert to, awake to acquainted with, heedful of, 

watchful of, careful of wary of. 

E.g. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das on Wednesday said the government is 

“mindful” of the current inflation situation, and it is up to Centre to take further supply-side 

measures to contain the price rise situation. 

 confabulate (verb) – talk casually/informally/unofficially; speak, converse, chat, confer, 

discourse, have a conversation, have a discussion, engage in conversation.  

E.g. Extra-judicial (unauthorized by law) killings go against the very spirit of rule of law. What is 

mind boggling (mind-blowing) is the fact that the very same veterans of the Indian Police Service 

who confabulate on fake encounters and custodial deaths on various television channels, 

condemning police setup acquiesced (accepted reluctantly) to public outcry (protest) or political 

diktats (orders) and went with the tide. There are exceptions, of course.  

 Arcane (adjective) – mysterious, murky, obscure, ambiguous, incomprehensible, secret, hidden, 

concealed, cover, clandestine.  

E.g. In the complex and often arcane world of global diplomacy, gaffes (mistakes/blunders), 

embarrassments and “diplomatic incidents” are par for the course. Some, like the Qatari Naidu, 

ostensibly due to his counterpart the Deputy Emir’s possible exposure to COVID-19, left officials 

wondering if there was a larger message being conveyed regarding the Qatar government’s 

unhappiness over the controversial comments made in India about Prophet Mohammad.  

 Seize on (phrasal verb) – take advantage of something quickly and eagerly; use, utilize, grasp, 

grab, exploit.  

E.g. Meanwhile, on the question of counting people caste-wise, the Bihar unit of the BJP has 

taken a position markedly different from the party’s national position. Chief Minister Nitish 

Kumar has seized on the initiative by cabinet clearance for the same, forcing the hands of ally 

BJP. 

 Posterity (noun) – future generations; people in the future.  

E.g. The Kerala government is trying to keep the lid on the unrest by excluding inhabited 

(residing) areas from the purview (scope/range) of the regulations prescribed by the Ministry 

and the court. But in surrendering to the compulsions of politics and the clout (influence) of 

pressure groups and religious leaders, it is losing sight of (pay no attention to) the larger issues 

of conservation and sustainable development. A state with 25 protected areas can ill afford to 

turn its back on (ignore/reject) conserving these precious natural assets for posterity.   

 Modicum (noun) – little bit or small amount of something, particularly of good quality.  

E.g. The Taliban, who during the initial period of the takeover had demonstrated a modicum of 

moderation to gain international acceptability, funding and recognition, have now started 

showing their true colours. For long-term observers of Afghanistan, this is hardly surprising.   

 Heuristic (noun) – (shortcut) methods or (rule-of-thumb) strategies are used to solve problems 

and make judgments quickly and efficiently.  

E.g. Our findings also bring useful insights for transnational organisations (e.g. the World Health 

Organizaion) Typically, transnational organisations use the country’s per capita income as the 

cut-off line to determine a country’s eligibility to receive vaccine donations. While this criterion 

is a less controversial heuristic, an underdeveloped region within a nation, made worse by the 

lack of health infrastructure and the lack of political alignment between federal and regional 

governments, may deserve additional attention during pandemics.  
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 Commensurate (adjective) – equivalent, equal, corresponding, correspondent, comparable, 

proportionate, proportional; appropriate, relative. 

E.g. Increasing the age of marriage without a commensurate improvement in women’s 

education is least likely to yield better health and nutritional outcomes. Instead, it might 

adversely impact the poor and illiterate. The fact that about one-fourth of women (18-29 years) 

in India have married before 18 years despite the law tells us that legally increasing the age of 

marriage may not fully prevent child marriages. By contrast, much of the benefits can be reaped 

by ensuring that women complete education at least up to 12 years.  

 Regurgitate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate, iterate, reiterate, recite, parrot (a piece of 

information without examining/understanding it). 

E.g. There is a frequently cited adage (proverb) in journalism; if one person says it’s rating and 

another says it’s dry, the job of the journalist is not to just regurgitate ‘both sides’ but look out 

the window and determine which one is accurate. 

 Hallowed (adjective) – revered, reverenced, venerated, honoured, sacrosanct, worshipped, 

divine, inviolable, holy, sacred. 

E.g. In 1952, when the Indian Republic held its first Parliamentary session, 39 strong, intelligent, 

and passionate omen leaders sat in the hallowed halls of power, challenging a centuries-old tide 

of men’s dominance over the polity. What happened in 1952 was a highly progressive step, but 

70 years hence, it seems we have strayed from that path. 

 Headwind (noun) – headwind describes a situation or condition that will make growth harder or 

difficult whereas tailwind describes a situation or condition that will move growth, revenues, or 

profits higher.  

E.g. India’s economy is better placed than many other countries to avoid the risk of potential 

stagflation, Reserve Bank of India(RBI) officials headed by Deputy Governor Michael D. Patra 

wrote in an article in the June edition of the RBI Bulletin. Highlighting that domestic economic 

activity had been gaining traction in spite of formidable headwinds from external 

developments, they said the protracted war in Europe and the resulting sanctions had kept 

international commodity prices elevated while dampening global trade and growth.  

 Vestige (noun) – trace, sign, indication; remnant, remainder, relic; remains, leftovers, evidence, 

residue. 

E.g. Already there is talk of 12 teams and two IPL tournaments in a season. Perhaps another one 

abroad. That would take half the year or more, Where would that leave international cricket? Is 

franchise cricket the further of the game, with the World Cups the last vestiges of international 

rivalry? 

 Forestall (verb) – to prevent something from happening by acting in advance; pre-empt, get in 

before, get ahead of, anticipate, nip in the bud; thwart, stave off, ward off, fend off, avert, 

obstruct something by taking precautionary measures. 

E.g. Over the past two years, the world has seen phenomenal monetary and fiscal intervention 

to forestall the economic effects of a COVID-19 recession. After continuous easy monetary and 

fiscal policy, central banks and governments worldwide are tightening their belts. The U.S. has 

promised several rate hikes over the next few quarters, setting the trend for the rest of the 

countries. The U.S. dollar acts as the reserve currency, which means that a hike in the U.S. 

interest rate will lead to the depreciation of most other currencies while the dollar swells in 

strength. 

 Spoils (noun) – benefits, advantages, perks; treasures, windfalls, takings; booty, loot, plunder, 

prize. 

E.g. Employees are forced to take what the market pays. Such an imbalance won’t benefit the 
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wider economy in the long run. Workers and bosses have a shared interest. Productivity 

incentives from greater employee power can boost profits as well as without ministers stepping 

in on the side of workers to mediate class conflict and ensure the spoils – or the pain – of 

economic activity is evenly shared. Britain risks remaining trapped in a low-wage, low–growth 

spiral.  

 Undercut (verb) – undermine, weaken, impair, damage, threaten, subvert, sabotage, ruin, 

destabilize, demolish, wreck, destroy.  

E.g. In health care, which is characterised by perennially (permanently) scarce resources and a 

surfeit (excess/too much) of challenges, everything revolves around identifying the priorities 

right. And no amount of political or geopolitical expediency (advantage/gain) or cultural 

chauvinism (bias/discrimination) should be allowed to undercut national health interests. It is 

time to go all out to address national health-care workforce challenges and heal the nation 

before embarking on a healing cruise of the world.  

 Grotesque (adjective) – outrageous, shocking, ridiculous, appalling, disgusting, awful, horrible, 

bizarre, absurd.  

E.g. But all the debts deemed to be owed by poor nations to the rich world and its corporations 

could be seen this way. The idea that the global south, looted and enslaved for entries, should 

owe money to its exploiters is grotesque.  

 Spirit (verb) – abduct, kidnap, run away with, whisk away, carry off, steal away with, convey, 

ferry, shift, move, transfer (quickly & secretly). 

E.g. Pooh-poohing (dismissing/rejecting) the BJP’s claims of innocence in the ongoing political 

drama, the Sena leader said that if the latter claimed not to have a hand in sparking the crisis, 

then what was the need for such elaborate arrangements to keep the Sena rebel faction lodged 

in BJP-ruled States. “What kind of ‘democracy’ is this? You [BJP] are spiriting our MLAs from one 

State and one hotel to another?” Sena MP Sanjay Raut said.  

 Pyrrhic (adjective) – meaningless, valueless, worthless, useless, profitless, pointless, futile, of no 

use, of no value (a pyrrhic victory is equivalent to defeat) 

E.g. The Pakistan-led coalition’s success and luck in toppling a United States-supported 

constitutional order in Afghanistan has brought to the surface unexpected developments. While 

a growing number of the Taliban’s western and regional lobbyists are distancing themselves 

from their pyrrhic victory, India pulled a rabbit out of its diplomatic hat by sending a senior 

diplomatic delegation to the Taliban-occupied Kabul. The visit was the culmination of Delhi’s 

months of quiet diplomacy and signalling.  

 Snuff out (phrasal verb) – to put an end to something, to put a stop to something; quash, quell, 

finish; extinguish, quench, douse, put out (a fire). 

E.g. As of 24 June 2022, the U.S. supreme court should officially be understood as an illegitimate 

institution- a tool of minority rule over the majority, and as part of a far-right ideological and 

authoritarian takeover that must be snuffed out if we want American democracy to survive. On 

Friday, in Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health, the supreme court overruled its nearly 50-year 

precedent of Roe v Wade, the 1973 case that legalized abortion nationwide.  

 Topical (adjective) – relating to current affairs; current, up to date; relevant, pressing, 

important, vital, timely, popular. 

E.g. Similarly, Abu Dhabi has developed some ruction (noisy) diversifying its strategic options 

with Russia and China. It has conspicuously (obviously/clearly) ignored the plea by the U.S. and 

other Western countries to raise its oil production. India, the UAE’s second-largest trading 

partner, and largest source of tourists and manpower can be a useful ally (partner). Against this 

ongoing, both topical and opportune (well-timed) and can have an impact beyond the bilateral 
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context.  

 armed to the teeth (phrase) - well-equipped with a lot of very  effective firearms (weapons). 

E.g.  If  and when those negotiations happen, Ukraine has to be arm.ed to the teeth to deter 

future Russian incursions. It is also hoping for security guarantees, including from the UK. But 

there's a greater context here too. The Russian invasion is relevant to any nation that lives 

unprotected in the neighbourhood of nuclear bullies Moldova, Georgia and the central Asian 

states around Russia; Japan, Australia and Taiwan around China. 

 Push the frontiers of Knowledge (phrase) – To expand knowledge about something; to discover 

new things. 

E.g. The core occupation of a law professor is to teach and push the frontiers of knowledge 

through research and scholarly engagements. But they have much more to offer provided the 

system gives them the right opportunities. Do India’s judiciary and the executive employ the 

expertise of law professors? The examples of their doing so are sporadic (occasional) …. Aparna 
Chandra and Mrinal Satish served as amicus curiae before the Delhi High Court. Legendary 

academics such as Upendra Baxi and Lotika Sarkar have voluntarily intervened in matters of 

importance, compelling courts to take them up.  

 Set the Thames on fire (phrase) – to achieve something interesting or amazing; to do something 

sensational/marvellous; to do something which brings much attention from the public; be 

successful, be a success, do well, distinguish oneself. 

E.g. Did Ajinkya Rahane make a mistake in playing the IPL when he might have profited from a 

county season himself? There is no guarantee, of course, that he would set the Thames on fire, 

but at the age of 33, his international future too seems uncertain. That is an intriguing age for an 

out-of-form batsman, though. You are young enough to make a comeback but old enough not 

to cause comment should you not be picked again. 

 Add fuel to the fire (Phrase) – To do something to make a problem or an argument worse. 

E.g. The war between the Centre and the Maharashtra government has only added fuel to fire, 

each trying to outwit the other through vicious propaganda. 

 On the trot (phrase) – in succession, one after the other, in a row, consecutively, successively. 

E.g. Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have been on a selling spree (a continuous period of 

unrestrained activity) in India. May figures of about Rs.44,000 crore formed the highest monthly 

quantum of sell-off since March 2020 when India announced a nationwide lockdown. Last 

month was also the eighth on the trot that FPIs had sold net of their assets – i.e., sold more 

than they had purchased. 

 Catch someone off guard (phrase) – to do something that surprises someone, particularly when 

he/she is expecting it; take someone by surprise. 

E.g. Post-pandemic, recovery in the Indian economy has been uneven. The second wave of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in 2021 devastated lives and livelihoods. The economy stuttered again 

when a third, albeit less severe, wave saw the spread of the Omicron variant early this year. Add 

to this the return of pent-up demand in economies worldwide as the pandemic subsided. The 

pace of recovery caught suppliers off guard, contributing to supply-side shortages. 

 The powers that be (phrase)- the authorities, officials, officialdom, the people in charge, the 

establishment, the administration. 

E.g. At this point, when the Russia-Ukraine conflict shows no signs of ceasing, the powers that 

be in tennis find themselves faced with a question; how do you convince the world that you are 

fighting the good fight, especially when there is little evidence to prove that measures like 

sporting sanctions do anything at all to affect the war? The question is especially pertinent in 

tennis, where patriotic sentiments rarely exert any influence.  
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 On the mend (phrase) – recovering, on the road to recovery, making progress, progressing, 

improving, getting better, convalescent. 

E.g. Though it was not a full recovery from the aftershocks of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

global economy was on the mend until the invasion of Ukraine by Russia. Economic prospects 

have worsened since then, exacerbating (intensifying/increasing) the divergence between the 

economic recoveries of advanced economies and those of developing ones. 

 In the offing (Phrase) – Likely to happen, on the way, coming soon, coming up, close at hand, 

imminent, on the horizon, in the wings just around the corner, upcoming, forthcoming. 

E.g. Home, auto and other loan EMIs will rise after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 

Wednesday raised the key interest rate by 50 basis points, the second increase in five weeks, to 

rein in (control) a rise in prices that was seen continuing to hurt consumers in the near term… 
Simultaneously, the pandemic-era accommodative stance was dropped, which meant more 

hikes may be in the offing to tame(control) inflation that since the start of the year has been 

hovering (remaining) above the central bank’s upper tolerance limit. 

 Go/swim with the tide  (phrase) – go along with the prevailing opinion/tendency; act in a way 

that agrees with or follows the prevailing opinion/tendency. 

E.g. Extra-judicial (unauthorized by law) killings go against the very spirit of rule of law. What is 

mind boggling (mind-blowing) is the fact that the very same veterans of the Indian Police Service 

who confabulate on fake encounters and custodial deaths on various television channels, 

condemning police actions, are also the ones who while serving in the police setup acquiesced 

(accepted reluctantly) to public outcry (protest) or political diktats (order) and went with the 

tide. There are exceptions, of course.   

 Par for the course (phrase) – normal, typical, usual, routine, ordinary, standard. 

E.g. In the complex and often arcane world of global diplomacy, gaffes, embarrassments and 

“diplomatic incidents|” are par for the course. Some, like the Qatari decision to cancel a 

banquet in honour of Vice President Ve3nkaiah Naidu, ostensibly due to his counterpart the 

Deputy Emir’s possible exposure to COVID-19, left officials wondering if there was larger 

message being conveyed regarding the Qatar government’s unhappiness over the controversial 

comments made in India about Prophet Mohammad. 

 Put/through a spanner in the works (phrase)- prevent or obstruct something (a plan or activity) 

from happening / succeeding; disrupt, hinder/hamper, interfere with, create a problem/trouble. 

E.g. The ongoing textbook controversy in Kamataka began after a section of Brahmins felt that 

the community was being portrayed in a bad light. A review committee set up by the BJP 

government made it appear that only the Brahmins are happy. The unrest has thrown a spanner 

in the works for the BJP’s political plans in Karnataka.  

 Keep a/the lid on (phrase) – to keep something under control, to stop the situation from getting 

worse (or) to keep something secret from being known to other people. 

E.g. The Kerala government is trying to keep the lid on the unrest by excluding inhabited 

(residing) areas from the purview(scope/range) of the regulations prescribed by the Ministry 

and the court. But in surrendering to the compulsions of politics and the clout(influence) of 

pressure groups and religious leaders, it is losing sight of (pay no attention to) the larger issues 

of conservation and sustainable development. A state with 25 protected areas can ill afford to 

turn its back on (ignore/reject) conserving these precious natural assets for posterity.  

 Show one’s true colours (phrase) – reveal one’s true nature; reveal one’s real character; reveal 

one’s true motives/intentions. 

E.g. The Taliban, who during the initial period of the takeover had demonstrated a modicum of 

moderation to gain international acceptability, funding and recognition, have now started 
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showing their true colours. For long–term observers of Afghanistan, this is hardly surprising. 

 Under the aegis/auspices of (phrase)- with the support/help/protection of someone/ 

something; backing, patronage, sponsorship, guidance, assistance, influence, responsibility, 

care. 

E.g. Instead, the cadre seems to find an identity and purpose by bullying minorities under the 

auspices of the BJP leadership. This strategy is misguided the needs a rethink. The explosion of 

hate against minorities is against not just national interest but also the BJP’s own long-term 

interest.  

 Keep/stay abreast of (phrase) – to stay informed about new developments in a particular 

subject or situation; up to date with all the most recent and important information about 

something; up with, in touch with, well informed about, familiar with acquainted with, 

knowledge about, conversant with. 

E.g. All practitioners of medicine need to keep abreast of evolving knowledge in medicine to 

provide competent care to patients. Such continuing education must be sensitive to the needs 

of the practising doctor. It cannot be a repetition of college education. The rules suggested 

demonstrate a schoolteacher’s approach with excessive regulation and control Renaming 

continuing medical education as continuing professional development is symptomatic of this 

bureaucratic approach. 

 See the light of day (phase) – to be made available to the public; to become publicly known; 

start or begin to exist. 

E.g. Despite India’s open willingness to take part in the development of Sri Lanka after the Civil 

war, the scale of its involvement has been modest. The reason is not far to seek… Even though 
India was later provided with projects such as the West Container Terminal, the Trincomalee oil 

tank farm and a couple of renewable projects, there were several proposals that envisaged 

India’s participation but did not see the light of day. 

 The haves and the have-nots (phrase) – the people who are very rich and the people who are 

very poor. 

E.g. Large, hot cities, even in rich countries such as the US, can suffer blackouts (power cuts) in 

the summer owing to the power load as homes and offices try to maintain comfortable room 

temperature. And air conditioning can be prohibitively expensive for people on injustice 

between the haves and have-nots.  

 Queer the pitch (phrase) – to spoil something that someone had planned to do (in order to 

achieve something) 

E.g. India will elect a new President on July 18. The discussion over the possibility of a joint 

candidate has divided the Opposition that has little chance of winning the election anyway. The 

ambitions of West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and Telangana Chief Minister K. 

Chandrashekhar Rao, and their attempts to keep the Congress restrained have queered the 

pitch for the Opposition.  

 Take stock of (phase) – to review a situation carefully, usually before making a decision; assess, 

reassess, weigh up, appraise, evaluate, look carefully at. 

E.g. Dravidian politics in Tamil Nadu has played a significant role in democratising the public 

space for wider participation. As emphasised by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. M.K. Stalin 

recently, social justice has been an integral part of the Dravidian development model. It is 

imperative for the Tamil Nadu government to release a white paper on reservations in Tamil 

Nadu to take stock of changes that have happened in the social composition of employees in 

the government sector after the year 2000. 

 Tighten one’s belt (phrase) – Cut one’s expenditures; cut costs, be more encomical/frugal, 
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count the pennies, husband one’s resources, cut comers, save money. 

E.g. Over the past two years, the world has seen phenomenal monetary and fiscal intervention 

to forestall the economic effects of a COVID-19 recession. After continuous easy monetary and 

fiscal policy, central banks and governments worldwide tightening their belts. The U.S. has 

promised several rate hikes over the next few quarters, setting the trend for the rest of the 

countries. The U.S. dollar acts as the reserve currency, which means that a hike in the U.S. 

interest rate will lead to the depreciation of most other currencies while the dollar swells in 

strength.  

 Read the tea leaves (phase) – predict what will happen in the future from small signs; guess the 

future. 

E.g. The reality is that much of Russia’s advanced weaponry has not been employed in the 

Ukraine conflict- for reasons best known to the Kremlin – and, hence the West should not read 

the ‘tea leaves’ wrongly, and write off Russia’s military strength, lest it encourages misguided 

elements to embark on any hazardous ‘misadventure’. 
 Go all out (phrase) – use all your energy, effort, strength, and/or resources to do something 

(successfully). 

E.g. In health care, which is characterised by perennially(permanently) scarce resources and a 

surfeit (excess/too much) of challenges, everything revolves around identifying the priorities 

right. And no amount of political or geopolitical expediency (advantage/gain) or cultural 

chauvinism (bias/discrimination) should be allowed to undercut national health interests. It is 

time to go all out to address national health –care workforce challenges and heal the nation 

before embarking on a healing cruise of the world.  

 Wreak havoc (phrase) – to cause a lot of damage; to bring about a widespread destruction; to 

give rise to a lot of trouble. 

E.g. The first atomic bombs were dropped on Japanese civilians in August 1945. They came with 

the terrifying news that humans had acquired the power to make small, short-lived suns on 

Earth, but only to wreak havoc. George Orwell wrote about that in his 1945 essay you and the 

Atom Bomb, in which he coined the term “cold war”. He did foresee something like the climate 

crisis. “But meanwhile man’s power over Nature is steadily increasing.  

 Have a hand in (phrase) – to be involved in something; play a part/ role in, be responsible for. 

E.g. Pooh-poohing (dismissing/rejecting) the BJP’s claims of innocence in the ongoing political 

drama, the Sena leader said that if the latter claimed not to have a hand in sparking the crisis, 

then what was the need of such elaborate arrangements to keep the Sena rebel faction lodged 

in BJP-ruled States. “What kind of ‘democracy’ is this? You [BJP] are spiriting our MLAs from one 

State and one hotel to another? Sena MP Sanjay Raut said.  

 Stay the course (phrase)- continue doing something in spite of difficulties; to continue doing 

something till the end even though it is tough; work hard till the end to accomplish the risk.  

E.g. India has been doing a balancing act between the demands of the West led by the U.S. and 

its long-standing friendship with Russia for some times now. Russia’s military operation in 

Ukraine has made this task even more difficult, but India appears determined to stay the 

course.  

  Wait in the wings (phrase) – be active & ready to do something if you are given an 

opportunity/change. 

E.g. The captaincy question asks itself afresh when you realise that in a little over a year, India 

have had seven captains across formats; Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, K.L Rahul, Ajinkya Rahane, 

Shikhar Dhawan, Rishabh Pant, and the latest Hardik Pandya, with Jasprit Bumrah waiting in the 

wings. 
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